
Blog Post: DIY Text Analysis Several Ways 
Due November 1, 10 pm 
 

1. Select a short story or chapter from a pre-20th century book in Google Books. The older, 
the better! 

2. Under the gear wheel icon, select plain text.  Copy and paste that text into a separate 
Microsoft Word file.  Make sure you get the text for the entire chapter. (Make sure you 
turn off autocorrect so that it doesn’t clean up the text for you) 

 

 
 

3. Go back to the image of the text in Google Books and compare it with the plain text.  
How good is the OCR (optical character recognition) of the text?  How would 
characterize the mistakes you see between the image of the text and the plain text? How 
might this impact your ability analyze the text? 

4. Go to Voyant Tools (https://voyant-tools.org/).  Paste your plain text into the text box and 
select the “Reveal” box. 



 
5. Once Voyant has analyzed the text, think about what you see in front of you:  

a. What surprises you about the word cloud in the upper left? What isn’t surprising?   
b. In the lower left, think about the summary of words and phrases from the text: 

how is it more or less useful than the word cloud? Select the “Phrases” button as 
well. 

c. In the lower left, what does the context tool allow you to understand? 



 
 

6. After you have played around with Voyant, open up Google’s N-Gram Viewer 
(https://books.google.com/ngrams) to search for different keywords. You can start with 
the most popular words from your text, but then move on to more specific words that you 
have come across in your research (for example, capitalism, marriage, anarchy). If you 
want to chart different words against each other, separate them with a comma. You might 
try “slavery, race, cotton, tobacco,” for example. 

a. try out different time periods 
b. try out different corpora (English language, German language) 
c. Use the date ranges at the bottom to look at the specific texts in which the words 

appear. What does this tell you about the context in which the terms were used? 
7. Finally Use the Bookworm application from Hathitrust 

(https://bookworm.htrc.illinois.edu/). This works in a similar way to Google’s NGram, 
but it is limited to books out of copyright (up to 1923) and has a slightly different 
interface.  Do you get similar or different results? What night account for the difference? 



 
 
After you have played around with these different tools, I’d like you to write up a blog post 
reflecting on your experience with each: 

- Digital images vs the plain text that OCR creates in the major databases we use; 
- What Voyant can tell you about a text that we might not know from just reading; 
- NGram vs Bookworm for thinking about the changing usage of words over time. 

Conclude your post by reflecting on how you could see using any of these tools in your work as 
a Public Historian, Historian, or Digital Humanist. 


